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XMTKLLXGSNCS MEMORANDUM 


The Situation in pseohoalovaki 


1. The Soviet end Czechoslovak delegations 
have agreed to continue their talks in Moscow on 23 

J 

I 

August , aooording to TABS. Duboek’s presence at 
these talks is unconfirmed, although he is reliably 

e 

reported to be la Moscow. The only Czechoslovak 
representative that the Soviets name is President 
fieeboda, who continues to be praised as an "out* tend* 
lng statesman and soldier. * 

2. foreign Minister Jtajek, who addressed the 

. » 

Security Council this afternoon, hast, been instructed 

jto ask the oounoll to 

take the Czechoslovak issue off the agenda b* causa 
the Soolellet countries will solve their own problems 


among themselves. 



ajek was 


eleo instructed by President Bvoboda today to return 
to Prague. Deputy Premier Slk in Yugoslavia had 
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said earlier that Hajah would return to Bel^juade 


(sot Now York, 

— i ■■'■' ■ 

3* Soviet tank crews opened fire with small 
arms today In Prague , according to 01*1 » While we 
hava no diraot avldanoa of this inoident, Moscow to* 
day aoousad * ooun terra volutionary thugs* of trying to 
provoke armed olashss and bloodshed in Caeohoslovshia* 
TAB* stated that ssorst arms caches have been die* 
covered In Prague and other oitiea end ^hat arms ware 
hidden in a oamouflaged underground radio station 
broadcasting hostile information* The broadcast 
claimed that provocateurs have mors than ones opened 
firs on troops of the allied armies. 

4* There ere signs that the Soviets are taking 

i ' 

measures to conceal from the Crsdhoalovak populace 

• i 

much of their military presence in the country* Warsaw 
radio this morning reported that Warsaw Pact unite 
were continuing their withdrawal from cities in 
Cseehoelovakie leaving only small forces to guard 
communications and other strategic points* The OS 
Army attache stationed in Prague ate tee that Soviet 
troops ere placing their major tank and vehicle perks 
in wooded areas away from observations* During a trip 
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|B IBi Nut German border yesterday he also observed 

* * 

that most of the towns and villages wave clear of 

rofd blocks and heavy armor* 

♦ • 

• » soviet encampments and movements are being 

4 . 

oloaely watched Jpy the Cseohs. 


In doing this it was 

stated that nothing should be done to provoke the 

Soviets . | 

9 , the US Embassy in Prague reporting at 1200 
EOT today r stated that stores are opening that that - • 
factories were open although workers were not in 
them, the Sobassy reported that food is still 
available and there is no evidence of hoarding. 

Noting that the occupation is bizarre, the Embassy 
observed that the Soviets appear perplexed and that 

i 

the oalm determined attitude Of the population and 

I 

I v 

the avoidance of anti -Soviet excesses places the 
. > • . , 
dseehoslovak reformists In a stronger political 

j ’sbSBET 
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position than oould hava bean expected. Tho Embassy 

• * * 

also no tad that tho credit for the cohesion of the 
0 t echos lovak must be attributed to the individuals 
meaning the numerous Independent radio stations , St 
Xeasi nine of which were heard on 2) August* 

7, Yhs Czechoslovak National Assembly/ apparently 

in continuous session, this morning reaffirmed its 

■ 

loyalty to the government of Premier Cornik and stated 
it Will perservere in its work until the legal repre- 

sentatives-'-Duboek/ Cernik and Smrkovsky— -return . The 

* • * * • 

Assembly also appealed for an end to strikes and .took 

V • 

note of the dismissal of the hardline deputy minister 

9 

Of the interior Salgoveo who has been collaborating 
with the Soviets* A few minutes later Radio Cseoho- 
ilovakia broadcast an ordsr issued by Interior Minister 
Pavel who Confirmed Salgovlo's ouster and stated that 

several other msnbere of the ministry had bean re* 

* 

% 

Ueved. 

8« There is no additional information oonoemlng 
the situation in Rumania since our last sitrsp issued 

i • 

at 1200 hours HDT today . Thare ia no avidenoe that 

\. 

Rumanian Party Fifest Secretary Ceauoesou flew to Pula, 
Yugoslavia# today as expected. Unconfirmed western — 



FI 




UNCLASSIFIED 



pmi exports claim, however, Ceauaesau and Tito mat 
today at the Yugoslov border town of Vrseo, 



10, Tho US Errbassy in Warsaw reported that the 
popular raaotion in Wand is ons of increasing oonoem 
and bewilderment at the fact the Soviets have not 
terminated things. Commenting on the difference between 
western end bloc versions of the Soviet intervention, 



11, West Berlin Mayor Sohuets told the three 
allied commandant* on S3 August he had tha impression 
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that a •strong fa sling of inspourity prevails in the 
oity, B fa bast Berlin, ha said, tha population was 
depressed but shoving oonaidarabla sympathy foe tha 
Caechoslovaki, for exaaple , by contacting tha Caaoho* 
Slovak anb asay and oultural oenter than ia order to 
express thalr viava. Sohuets presumed that tha paopla 
of Boat Qeroeny vara li a tuning to West Gorman and iraat 

9 

Aarlin radio stations and reacting vary much lika West 

% 

Barllnars and West Germans. Tha mayor ia at tha opinion 
that additional Bast Carman - OWGA moves against Waat 

a 

Berlin so am nest unllkoly, in any oaaa until Hosoov 
baa settled the situation in Chechoslovakia. 

12. Contrary to Was tarn expectations, surprisingly 

* •* 

few Csachoa lovaXa have requested political aayfeuo 
abroad* The American Consul In Munich sa ported that 
as Of 1204 hours (local time) on 24 August only a a van 
Cseehoelevek refugees had requested assistance. The 
American aisaion in Geneva reported that only 100 
Caaohoalovaks bad requested asylum there as of 2) 

August, in contrast to tha massive exodus of tho 

a 

Hungarians following tha Soviet invasion of their ooun~ 

X \ 

try in 1080, Czechoslovaks abroad are apparently csumm- 

•a 

Ing to Caachoa lovak la in grant n unbars to support their 
country's resistance against occupation forces. 

S . t. ' .a 
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